[ Ip, 


LETTER 


AI a ks ” . 7 . 
» OW. 


N 


h—————_— 
——— . 


TO A 


MEMBER 


Of this Preſent 


FOR 


LIBERTY 


Conſcience. 


WP 


| London, Printed in the Year 1668. 


__— 


| 


PARLIAMENT 


—— —— cc Ce eee An. ee ee nee om — 0 py EY al " = 
h \ ( — 
a = o — 
- 
I - 4. . 
$4 * TY - Fa 
- 
. - 
-- # 
4 . diace =y P - 
mums . þ Ls 
[ 
, | - 7% 
a 
| Eo. pn 4 
. PROSE. 3 v , [INN 
* 
. 9 . ul 
2 nt - w—_ 
: M he”, #*. . Td # 
$ 
| x | 
, Se" 
x 
. # * = - % 
. ! 4 o " _ genre G 4 
/ - k a 
, 0 "*_ * 
» , ct 
S 2 ; \% 4 9 
. G3 - y Li » . yy 
1 . —_— 
\ on © 
þ E x ” &S 5WXq= 4 # " 4 »© = 
- 4 . F | 5 
% FI % 1 \ 
: __ % # ſe 
| & 4 _ % 
« -F} % 
# —_ 
: _ þ 
4 "y 
> [3 "ry . i 
= - dw. 4 : 
Z \ P _ 
» 4a Zz £ , =_ $ 
— 4 y an © % 
- "x F bd 
a 4 ® 
% L * % - - 4 
Wy" '% - O& 
; a F y 
_ « i . 
a 4 EY 
. ky « 4 Aus") ' #% 
- ff : FP 
_— % % # 
o , 
-_ oo - « - - - a — _ — _ - . FP 
- 
«% 
% 


—— ——— 


_— 
 o——_—_—_ 


»\e [4 
T  LLI ; of 


VI, . 


$E#EELSE$ H0SSECIE$$$ 0564 6 


A 
LETTER 
For Liberty of 

CONSCIENCE. 


_ — -_ = 


a 


—— ——  — 


= Could heartily wiſh, that our Condition at 
) : 


| 


preſent were ſuch, that we might ſtudy and' 
debate how to advance the Glory, Riches 
-and Power of this Nation, rather then with 
- ſo much DiftraGtion, labour, how to pte- 
j/ ſerve its Being.- But ſince the ' general ill 

| ' .. Condudt of our Aﬀairs under the late Chan- 
cellour and others, ( for whom we ought to retain all due 
rcſentments, ſince they have reduced us to this neceſſitous 
poſture.) -Let us conſider what our preſent Exigencics call 
tor from us 3 and why therein we find a juſtification for the 
molt-extravagant debates and reſolutions, letus: continuc 
ſerfible of 'their baſenels who created -the neceflity, with 
which it s-0ur prudenee and unhappineſs to comply. 

There have been ſundry Overtures and Projects in order 
tothe Uniting of the minds of the Proteſtants here in this 
dangerous junQure of Aﬀairs ::I confeſs I am apprehenſive 
of the dangers that any great change ſubje&s a Govern- 
ment pnto4':T am-ſenſible of the Repytation of the Houſe, 
which may- ſuffer by reſcinding its own Ads: I have made 
ſome refleQions* upon the parties* that may endanger the 
A 2 King- 
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—— JKkingdome by their faQiouſneſs : I have all juſt reſpeR for 
the National Church of Exgland ig its preſent Conſtitu- 
tion 3 and I ſhall ſo order my Councels, that 1 deviat not 
from the Scripture, and the Conftitutionof God in the Mow 
faical Law, the Judgement and PraQtiſe of the primitive 
Fathers, and the Acts and Conſtitutions of thole Empe- 
rours who firſt modelled Chriftianity, and accommodated it 
to Government, and who reduced the Empire (in circum- 
ſtances not much different from.ours). t6 as-flouriſhing a 
condition, and as peaceable.as ever it enjoyed, * 


*. Ag | from the.Emperour Theodgſiaw furnamed the Great; and inſiſted on by 
bo. + who — the practiſe as prudential, and gave wy ke Bc 
Queen Elzed, 


In the Kingdome of Tſraet (that great Preſident for Mo- 
narchy, as far as it is eſtabliſhed. by.the Word of God ) 
| where God himſelf was Law-giver, and the Conſitution is 

as unqueſtionable as his Authority that made it, and the 
wiſdome of Solomon and fome others. (no Fools, nor Fana« 
ticks) that complyed with it. . The Settlement was thus as 
to Religiou. The Jews, and ſuch as were total ConvertFor 
Proſclites of Juſtice,did obſerve all theLevitical Law,asit is 
made up of Ceremonics,and all the Decalogue or Ten Com- 
mandments. What the ceremonial conformity was you all 
know : and how much.of it was performed wu the Temple,in 
the ſeveral places or ſtations far the Pricfts, and Laity, Men- 
and Women ? But did this conſtitution. oblige all? Could . 
no man, or number of men liye,and live openly there exem- 
pted from this Conformity, and exact Uniformity.to:every , 
punGdilio ? It is undeniable that it was quite otherwiſe. 
There were among, the Jews a great number of perſons, cal- 
led profytini domici1/13, or ſtrangers not proſelytes of juſtice, 
that dwelt:conftantly among them, that were {o. far from * 
being concluded by the Moſaical Law, that it was death 
fax them to obſerve it. Of this number were many Ag y- 
ptians that came up with them into-the Holy Lands. Such 
were the Gjbeonites, of whoſe number we may gueſsby the . 
bigneſs of theis City : Such were the Canaaenites thatdwelt 
iq the. land, whole power was ſuch, that.they could not be.. 


WII —_ ” a> av” ect oe o—_— 


'.. of Conſeitnce.- 5 
extertninated by the ' Iſraelites, Alt 'rheſt ſtrangers (yet 
aoultant; inhabitants of the \ Land) were onely -obliged ts 
the ſeven Commandements bf; Noah, (ind riot to the Gere: 
mbnial Law at all. They worſhipped in the Game Tem 
pls, in a- particular apartment, but with different Cere- 
monies : the: Jews had a Liturgy, theſe no- Form + they 
had Prieſts, theſe. none t'\:the Jewes offered variety of Sx- 
grifices: and; .Oblations.,;[;theſe -none 'but burnt offerings :; | 
the one obſerved the Sabbath, and divers Holy dayes; on 
the which the other might work ',- nay,” the one worſhip- 
ped: God under ſeveral attributes, the God of Abrobam, 
Iſaac and Fecob z the other. was not. obliged aQually- to 
any. worſhip, -but. negatively not. to deny-a Deity; or to 

irreverently os contumeliouſly- of-him':/ and "when 

did pray, irwas onely the: owning'and worſhipping a 

Creatour and Ruler of the world. This is avowed by the 

greateſt of the Rabbines from the time. of Moſes, to the 

time of bis writing,. andtbat is Maimonides-: -(®) and is 
at large-proved by:Mv.. Selden, (b) 


and granted by, - nr tay - (29 | Gnuſis Lak, rn cls. 
T-bave propoſed it, by the learned. Gruands rey wha 
Grotius, ©):s may of good credit Acne Lang re Fee Neachidhrum | 
with all Sons of "_ _ of En- (> 2 To  naals —— + owl 
d : Of the ſame mind are al} (<2) De Jur. Bel, cap. i. lib. i par. 16, 

jock of the Gommon-Wealth of" 4, (6) Fiſcher domicili feds cou qui Ju. 
the Fewer, As to the: obſervation yi commeriem intra ditionem i, 
of the Sabbath, (4) (were it not 'odmi/l, non mods oberverians Sobbati omuing- 
for fear of being prolix) I would wee habnere, ſed pens graviſſims obroxios, - 
porticuarly 4lluftrate. that point, fi VT —_ 

cauſc it is a Diſpenſation with a x, s "a RSS © 22008 -— 4 
Conformity with: one of -the Ten- opere Gentile in Sobbata, 
Commandments z which z.at large; 


.proved too by:Mr. Selden. (e) 


Tt is cafie to compare this Liberty of Religion, with ours 

m England, as it\.is: contended for , or oppoſed : and ac-' 
cording Þ ang ann 6h fa Tolleration, how farit- 
may ow publick it may ow pollible, and how pra- 
Qjeable the thing 38in at. felt. ( for they had pag noo 

| | Army: 
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Axmy 5 and it;wasandet a Monarchy, and:that' no defpi- 
cable ant, under Selomon and David) and-how itthad .God- 
himick tos its aliablifhers.: T paſs by-thezimes under Hevod 
and þys immedaate;predecelſorsfrom Zerobabet downwards; 
1y- which, betide the-afoxeGaid ſtrangers, 'thero were the {e< | 
veral Sca&s of gcyjbeb, . Pharilccs.,. Sadducts and Hero- | 
dians, whole. Tents it avy ſtall cnquire-into;, he ſhall | 
hind, themtodiffer as.much as ouriſubdreided: Chiittians-aud 
(f) As Sca- Protcitants dog if fs tothelEffencs, itlis-peculiarty-gbs 
liger, Druſw®, (cruable ghatthey declm'd thesFempteswonhip, and werg 
_ Semriw the ſeparatilis 'of thatage=-atid::yer:T muft-'tell you; this 
evicene®* condition: of thei[Jewes-was-not altogether ualiappy, and: 
our Saviqur neycr-told the : Magiftrates that it was untaw- 
full, or that: it: wauldſbetherrame of gie:fture; i which: Z 
cannot; Þg: atherwile then by'i ngcident: invputes:Theked(= 
tos” of gin, wm UP A167 3003 30 15011 bo. 132231 
As. to the fivit Chriſfitans, while thoſe unerring Guides 
of the Charch- jnfiracted and ruled: in the Charch\, attd 
were as well the foundation of our. Doctrine, as of our His 
erarchy Jet u#take a view of their Eſtabliſhment. There 
were Converts of the Jewes,*and Convertsof the- Gentiles, 
and of the Gentiles ſome were Proſelytes'vf-the Moſtical 
Law, others of the profeſſion onely of the Seven Command- 
ments of Noah. The Jews, and ſuch as: did Judaiſe,” ob- 
ſerved'all the Moſaical Law; as\ftridtly as the. Phariſces 
did; they did circumdgſe, and- pay their vowes and'wors : 
ſhip in the Temple, and offer Sacrifice, and kept the Sab- 
bath, and the like ; | $o'Origen- * | ſajes of thoſe #n bis dayer. 
| | Nor was this: onely at Feruſalem, 

* Judi gui in Jeſum Chriftem credjderunt, where Judaiſm was National, but 
non deſeiverum a parris Iegibu9 3 vroum enin , av Alexandria; and elſe-where 
AER | where' it-was not {0': For St. Fes 

(a) About Eccleſiaſtical Writers. rome (a) faith; -that Philo the Few 

126, 11 ONTy obſerved this -at \Alexandria-; Yet 
did the other ' converted "Gentiles, not Jtidailing, live ac 
cording oa: Chriſtianity {ſuperadded' to the-Seven Com- | 
mangments; andvonſtquently- differing form” of wor- | 
ſhip vaſtly. : Ibis:true/(Ghne went abouttorcduce'then all 
to 


—_ 
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to Uniformity 5 'but who were-:they}? Some of the Jewes 
(maxk that)\which . believed: (in-Chridt, and (yet firiftly Some Bibles 
ohſerved-the Makiical Lawy)of theSedrofithe Phariſees, 9nly fay they 
(aS& ſa.mueh deary'd by. Chrift) tothe Apoſtles, and Foe Bhat 
| perſqus ſpixited bythe Holy Ghoſt; Paz and Barndbarop- © 
| poſed it. And what charadter doth the Scripture bettow 
G upon this deſign of Uniformity-? In truth, that they trou- 
bled the, Church, A&x 15. And beholtt the iſe of-theſe 
txoubles. The Synod of the Apofiles and. others guided by 
the: Holy Ghoſt, thus: decideirhs Controverlie. They do 
not like this Unitormity of Worſhip and Liturgies 3 for the 
| cv ths Liturgy. - This is no part of the YViſum et 
| irizxi ſang &,nobg.: No, thoy oblige them to a few, and 
thoſe ſuch. as\Wwere onely.neceflary. - For the Text, however 
« vulgarly corraepteds.. audirepre to eftsbliſh Feelefiaſtical 
Deciſions. pe yo AS AE axr Biblia Polyglotta (b) 
4 candid work of the Biſhops of car 
hurch ) in\n Leltien flands cor» (by ttis not in the manuſcript of our 
retted. thus 5 \It ſqems meet: to the Ki oy nya iminayns Torr, 
Holy Ghoft and W,; Hoe. 48 lay xpou Beſklecheſs fi uenit neceffary things. * 
Yop any farther bixthes ,: axle | 
Ste) 34 befige: bas is abſolutely. weceſſary : that is (ſay 
very learned #riters,) the Seven Precepts of! N | 


oah: : for-who 
w3l belzeve the Holy Ghoſt thought it neceſſary to $ Pita 
vhoy meugsber:eat black, Puddings, or /Rabhbett? That which 
follows ic 41 illyftr ation,quot reftriftion 5 forbidding blood-ſhed; 
«#1, 4 Idolamyant Bonices”- og a i 
tion > (parts of the:-Low of Noabs) | you yoicote that the tens ſeas ofthings 
Tyne ym on Hely Synod adds, and blood; but by blood is meant 
| And whatſoever you would not- blood: ſhed ; andthings Grangled is an ad- 
| : haye dons -t9::your ſelves, do nor Sfiontothe text, ai the Fathers obſerve, 
| rhat 421 0thens-3 which-is-a"De- of avoiding that which they would not 
| Glow 1, Kcptowend to.yqu ia the' Have done to them, is in of& Copies, and (o 
þ like caſey the debate. being-there one ence. and _ as you 
| e ; may ſee in above in 
Conficnc.. What Labery which gh, os Fen ork, i 
va nos TL Ie. Ao * m reſer to the point of Ceremonial 
about. ite! .deprive bothers Conformity, *+ 
oh 4 a) ; Ad Y 
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As to the tolleration under Chriſtian Empetours, I can- 
not but obſerve unto you Sir, That- it was the judgement 
of thoſe primitive-times, and.cvery where difcovers it (elf 
in the Edidts of the firſt Chriſtjan Emperors, and Fathers, 
that Religion is not: to be. inforced, 'bur that every one 


ſhould abouud in his own ſenſe, and that all- variety not - 


onely of Opinions, but diverſity of. Religions ſhould be tol- 
lexated.in the. State, if they. were not- deſtruQtive- to Go+ 
vernment., In this poiut Tertullian (b):& perempiory, and 
Too 4. Lactantius3*(c) and #gtceable-to 
(b)1n his Diſc >urſe to Scapula, ' -/this,it#he Speeob Bu (d) 
: . . »- [tothe Roman Senate ; the particu» 
(c) In his Book de Jufitia, ſpeaking of _ M#nbug 

ſupporting Relivion þ , Oppreſ. lar paſſages -L would will re= 
God \ har, wr} dry ia, . - = pn. not; 'belie: pro- 
Jed polluens et violahitur : Nihil enim oft tom. tracking this Difcopric ; Q\ great 
wvwiuneriun quamrolig. ; ,**,_ 1 deal of pedantyy I quoting Latm: 
(4d) Related by Boronizs in his Annals And I ſhould be too tedious, ſhould 
of the year 324. Inter druing ot humans ſer- I relate unto you all: the 'Edidts 
vitia hoc imere/t, quod bumana ſervitia caafa 4de to-this purpoſe by the ſubfe- 
-_ + diving awtem volumeris comproben. _ 1 Emperours,: which are Re- 
: corded in 'the'Theodofian Code:: No 
learned Son of the Church of England can deny it'; -4nd 
Chryſoſtome # poſitive, that no Godly Emperonr did Enali 
againſt the Pagans any ſuch. Lems, as they- did againſt the 
Chriſtians, No man verſed in Antiquity tan deny but-that 
all the Secs of the Chriſtians;the. d the Jews, had 
a full Liberty of Conſcience and Religion, without bemg 
excluded from publick offices of Truſt and Profit in the Se- 
nate, Army and Court. So that theſe times which our —_— 

copal Divines ſo much recommend unto our imitation,w 
their Hierachy is concerned, and their Ceremonies, theſe 
times do clearly aſſert the lawfulneſs of. a General Liberty 
of Conſcience, without ſubjeQing the ſeveral diflenters to 
any penalties. The Heathen bad their Prieffs, theix - Ponvi- 
D fees, Angures, Quindecim viros ſacria facinudis, Salios,O&c. 
——_— untill the time of Theodofige, *: The Arrianrihad their Bi- 


- FM hh ſhops ; the Novation: their, Biſhops, and Chutches' (motto 


mention othes Secs) in the ſame Dioceſles in which the 
- more 


LIM 


LIMI 


| both parties alledge ? 56 org Tpeneents, how litfle are 


——_— 
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pppre orthodox Biſhops had alſo their juriſdiqion,and made 
up the national religion of the Roman Empire. The Femwes © 
alſo had their 4 es and Patriarchs. From all which I 
do conclude, that it is lawtul to enact for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience 3 and that (ach Acts are not inconſiſtent with Go- 
vernment, nor ſubject to thoſe inconveniencies many ſug- 
geſt; ſince ſuch Monarchies have flouriſhed notwithiiand- 
ing them : All thoſe conjeQures are refuted by the aforeſaid 
b— Nor need they trouble themſelves to objec, that 
the Roman Empire had a ſtanding Army to- preſerve the 
Peace and Authority of the Empire z ſeeing that thoſe of 
that Army were diverlify'd by their ſeveral Religions : and 


| it is all onenot to have any Army at ail,or tohave one com- 


poſed indifferently of the ſeveral parties that were to be 
kept under, 

Having thus laid before you the judgement and pradciſc 
of the belt times ; it will not be amiſs to refle& upon the 
ſeveral ways and cndeavours have been uſed toward the 
uniting the minds of men about Religion. 

As tothe Popiſh way of inforcing a general Uniformity;it 
is ſo barbarous, fo unchriſtian, and to generally rejeed by 
Proteſtants, that I believe you cannot endure an harangue 
in the behalf of the inquiſition ; and to extoll the practiſes 
of Queen Mary's days were as abſurd, as to write an Exco- 
mium tor Phalaris, or Bufiris, or Nere. 

Another way of Uniting them hath been by contriving - 
general forms and wayes, (not much unlike the Device ot 

rchenfion,it I underſtand it aright) to which cach par- 
ty might ſubſcribe : but this way God never bleſſed, but it 
proved like the fixe-brands, which (with the cords) united 
the tails of Sampſons foxes, while their heads were at di- 
ſtance z and being put into the corn, they burnt it z as this 
method hath ſet all Kingdoms on fire. Nor is it Pglicy 3 for 
inſtcad of abrogating all; it gives a countenance toall opini- 
ons it would extinguiſh. How little are the controverhes 
ceaſed between the Dominicans and Feſuites,fince the equi- 
vocal Council of Trexz, to which they ſubſcribe z and which 
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controverſics extinguiſhed. by The dubious or gencral texes 
of Scripture? nay,are they not eternifed by them ?- how lit- 
tle doth' the dubious Creed of the Apoſtles conduce to the 
deciding among Protcltauts or Socimians ? | 

As to the umting therefore of mens minds into one Relj- 
gion,it is impoſſible; it is as impoſſible to make all mens con- 
{cicnces of the ſame extent and latitude,as to make all mens 


ſhoocs of the ſame face. Different gitts make differtht-pto- = 


kflions : ſince none is accountable tor more thenthe hath re- 
ceived. The weak are-nat to condemii the ttrong 3, and the 
firong arc-to tollcrate,not defiroy the weak. This is Goſpel. 
and I hope you will make this to be Law. Take away the 


* condemning of the one, and the oppreion of the other, and 


you will cttabliſh the Church, rather then deftroy it, or the 
peace of this Nation. Bclidcs, CERT 
I defire you would obſerve that there is no prefident of 
any Liberty of Conſcience grantcd on penalties : for that 
unavoidably cſtabliſhetha tation : for it is natural for man- 
kind to defire to. be at gale; and to wh,and{ npon ocealion) 
to endeavour its redrcls and reliet from-any grievance ; 'and 
it 4s as natural tor (uch as reap benefitfrom the depreffton of 
others, to {trive-to continue them in that oppreſſed conditi- 
on: from hence ariſeth anger, hatred,malice, and all uncha- 
ritablene(s, and fuch-.conrention as deſiroys a State. If 4 
Kingdom be divided, bow can it: ftaxd # os all things different 
are not oppoſite :'-no more is all diſtinQion a factions divi- 
ſion,and deſtructive to the' being of a Government. AH you 
make up oue Parliament : perſonal quarrels may rume you , 
but perlonal diſtinctions will not. Contraricties mutually 
expel each other out of the ſame ſubje& by courſe of na- 
tures things diſparat do nor. Fg aaes 15 as po 
Since therefore a Popiſh Inquifition-is batbarvirs and-Bdi- 
ous 3 ſubſcribing to general forms zhd opinions'dangetous, 
and ineffetualz uniting mens. minds into one religion im- 
 pollible ; aud no liberty gratited upon'penaltics'! What other 
- way is left us'to unite, but roatflow cach CRIES vced 
way of. worſhip ?-4yhich kind ifge with modtidtceridea- 


- & 
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it was of old) fo farprevail with them to reconcile the dif- 
terences among themſelves, that at laſt they may arrive to a 
mutual communion,though not an exa& Unitormity. Thus 
the Millenarigs of old, and Fifth Monarchy men communic3- 
ted with the other Chriſtians : and (oit was with Mr. Mex 
and the Churchiof England : Thus the baptized Chriſtians (*) As Ter. 
and the Anabaptiſts (* ) made up one Church: Thus the Ju- lin Nazian. 
daifing Chriftians and Gentiles communicated together ; 80 (on, the Le- 
did the Arrians (+) and Trinitarians, And methinks it þ nm —_ 
. Tho k ine and 
is odd, that the Church of England (hould ſuffer our tutelar Valeminian 
Saint to be St. George, (a that Arrian Biſhop, and yet not (+) V. Euſe- 
allow the communiou of any favour toan Anabeptiſt,or fifth 5: 
Monarchijt. Such a communion 1 ay, were to be wiſh'd,and 4 44 "a 
the only way we can hope tor at preſent to unite us,is to al- 
low (b)cach Church its ſeveral way of worſhip, they main- 
taining their Miniſters:all reproachtul language, and odious (b)Zon/tawing 
conſequences impoſed upon each party, as well as odious 29 the ſub- 
names,being prohibited : as were the namcs ot Heretick and quent Em. 
Sciſmatick, by Qu. Eliz. This courſe hath ſuccceded well oe ev 
for under .it Religion grew ; and whilſt Religion was no charge, the 
mans Intercſt, it was ſcarce any mans Hypocritie : when variety oſRe. 
truth had no other recommendations but its naked ſelf, ſuch ['8'295Yriefls 
as imbraced it did it cordially. Nor was it ever demonſtra- — _ 
ted, or can be, that the uſe of this Liberty did direly and been at 4m 
neceſſarily introduce ſuch tations as are inconſiftent with 9b one Anth- 
any Government or Monarchy. And if it were oncly the a- ocb,one A 
buſe of it 3 let us look to that : ſince the Church of Exgland _ = 
ſo often inculcates to us, that propter abuſum 131 eft tollendus —— = 
ſus : tor that were like the torbidding (c) the Scythizns to Gemiles 3 fo 
lant wine, becauſe wine might make them drunk. To "re were 
conclude all therefore, Let us in our Law be as tender of roy en ug 
Mens Conſciences, as our Common Law is of their lives ; ties, beſides 
which takes care rather that a thouſand Criminals ſhould the — 


eſcape, then one.innocent be deſtroyed. Heat 
Prieſts, Bi- 


Nov2ti Ari D tiſts d Cathol (c) ! d _ pa 
ians, Arriann, Donatiſis, and Cathalicks, (c) Ariſtotle condemns -that Parylo- 
giſm of Anacharſis. PORT 


FINIS. 


